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In the flowery language of the East he complimented her
upon her appearance, and, one by one, examined her
costly ornaments, debating in his mind how to broach the
subject of his visit. He hoped that his lady would give
him the necessary opening, but waited in vain. At last
his patienc^ failed. He cleared his throat and began,
" As ever you look very beautiful in your well chosen
sari and jewels, but where are your famous diamond
necklace and bracelets about which, to tell the truth, Fve
been very anxious ? They're too valuable to be carelessly
handled, and should have been returned to my strong-
room long ago."
In reply to this question, which Olga had anticipated,
the Rani should have stated that the precious jewels were
quite secure in her safe, and that the Raja need have no
concern about them. Instead, she maintained a glum
silence and the Maharaja had to repeat his question
several times. At last, thoroughly frightened, and for-
getful of her lesson, the Maharani said," There's no need
to guard things of small value."
"Of small value? What do you mean of small
value?" echoed the Raja. "Yourfamous diamonds,
now, through our happy union, the diamonds of
Ghanapur, of small value ? "
The Princess, of course, should have admitted the
stupendous value of the Ghanapur diamonds, but had
insufficient wit to cover her initial mistake. She faltered,
yearned for Olga's assistance and again was mute.
** Since you don't value our great treasures, at least
you'll return them to me."
Here the Rani should have produced the shdm
diamonds as though they were the priceless heirlooms,
and should have handed them to her husband with
feigned reluctance. Instead, ignoring all Olga*s
instructions, she stammered with rising tears, "The
diamonds that formed part of my dowry are of great
value, but, alas! they're not here."